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Description:

Two French Protestant refugees in eighteenth-century Amsterdam gave the world an extraordinary work that intrigued and outraged readers
across Europe. In this captivating account, Lynn Hunt, Margaret Jacob, and Wijnand Mijnhardt take us to the vibrant Dutch Republic and its
flourishing book trade to explore the work that sowed the radical idea that religions could be considered on equal terms.Famed engraver Bernard
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Picart and author and publisher Jean Frederic Bernard produced The Religious Ceremonies and Customs of All the Peoples of the World, which
appeared in the first of seven folio volumes in 1723. They put religion in comparative perspective, offering images and analysis of Jews, Catholics,
Muslims, the peoples of the Orient and the Americas, Protestants, deists, freemasons, and assorted sects. Despite condemnation by the Catholic
Church, the work was a resounding success. For the next century it was copied or adapted, but without the context of its original radicalism and its
debt to clandestine literature, English deists, and the philosophy of Spinoza.Ceremonies and Customs prepared the ground for religious toleration
amid seemingly unending religious conflict, and demonstrated the impact of the global on Western consciousness. In this beautifully illustrated book,
Hunt, Jacob, and Mijnhardt cast new light on the profound insight found in one book as it shaped the development of a modern, secular
understanding of religion.

This book is a history and analysis of Religious Ceremonies of the World, a key early study of world religions with a remarkably factual and non-
judgmental approach (for its time)by the master engraver Bernard Picart and the writer Jean Frederic Bernard, both French Protestants who fled
to the intellectually open and religiously tolerant Netherlands. Their work has long been known by scholars of religion, but the authors have
presented the scholarly findings in a well-written account that is accessible to the general reader interested in the subject. They may overestimate
the influence of Picart and Bernards book just a bit, as well as its degree of tolerance for non-Western non-monotheistic religion, but these are
debatable points. The major fault I find in this book is attributable to the publisher; Picarts engravings are the heart of the book, yet most of the
reproductions are in a small format (the actual dimensions are not given), and the details difficult to distinguish. A larger book with better
reproductions would have greatly improved this book for the general reader and as a research tool. Luckily both the French text and English
translation are available online, along with large digital reproductions of the plates. It seems strange that none of these online resources are
mentioned in the book, and the references in general seem a bit skimpy. For example, the book on Jewish religion by Leone da Modena is
mentioned, but the title is never given (Historia de riti hebraica), or any publication references. Similarly, the great French Jesuit writer on Hinduism,
Jean Venant Bouchet,is never given his full name (referred to only as the Jesuit Bouchet), nor is there any reference to the scholarship on his work,
which also heavily influenced Bernard. I can only ascribe these deficiencies to the publisher, and the regrettable tendency of even academic presses
to save a few dollars by gutting scholarly apparatus, which they also think will make the book more appealing (and just makes it less useful, non-
scholarly readers can just skip the end-notes). Too bad, Belknap Press used to be known for its beautifully produced editions---ou sont les livres
dantan?
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